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O Fortuna
By Carl Orff

In 1935-1936, “O Fortuna” 
was set to music by German 

O Fortuna
velut luna
statu variabilis,
semper crescis
aut decrescis;
vita detestabilis
nunc obdurat
et tunc curat
ludo mentis aciem,
egestatem,
potestatem
dissolvit ut glaciem.

Sors immanis
et inanis,
rota tu volubilis,
status malus,
vana salus
semper dissolubilis,
obumbrata
et velata
michi quoque niteris;
nunc per ludum
dorsum nudum
fero tui sceleris.

First Mystery
The Triumph of Evil

Symphony
Please be seated

O Fortune,
like the moon
you are changeable,
ever waxing
ever waning;
hateful life
first oppresses
and then soothes
playing with mental clarity;
poverty
and power
it melts them like ice.

Fate – monstrous
and empty,
you whirling wheel,
you are malevolent,
well-being is vain
and always fades to nothing,
shadowed
and veiled
you plague me too;
now through the game
I bring my bare back
to your villainy.

composer Carl Orff as a part of 
“Fortuna Imperatrix Mundi,” the 
opening and closing movement 
of his cantata Carmina Burana.
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Sors salutis
et virtutis
michi nunc contraria,
est affectus
et defectus
semper in angaria.
Hac in hora
sine mora
corde pulsum tangite;
quod per sortem
sternit fortem,
mecum omnes plangite!

Fate is against me
in health
and virtue,
driven on
and weighted down,
always enslaved.
So at this hour
without delay
pluck the vibrating strings;
since Fate
strikes down the strong,
everyone weep with me!

Drama
Please remain seated

Hymn
Please stand

- Veni Creator Spiritus -

The triumph of evil after 
Original Sin and the nostalgia 
for paradise lost. Eve expresses 
the despair of Humanity. God 
revives her hope.

Eve 
Shannon Spangler 
 
God the Father
Jim Morlino

Women
Men

All

Men

Men
Women

Women
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Va pensiero
By Guiseppe Verdi

“Va pensiero,” also known in 
English as the “Chorus of the 
Hebrew Slaves,” is a chorus 
from the third act of the opera 

Va, pensiero, sull’ali dorate;
va, ti posa sui clivi, sui colli,
ove olezzano tepide e molli
l’aure dolci del suolo natal!

Del Giordano le rive saluta,
di Sionne le torri atterrate...
O, mia patria, sì bella e perduta!
O, membranza, sì cara e fatal!

Arpa d’or dei fatidici vati,
perché muta dal salice pendi?
Le memorie nel petto raccendi,
ci favella del tempo che fu!

O simile di Sòlima ai fati
traggi un suono di crudo lamento,
o t’ispiri il Signore un concento
che ne infonda al patire virtù. 

Second Mystery
The Triumph of Mercy

Symphony
Please be seated

Go, thought, on wings of gold;
go settle upon the slopes and the hills,
where, soft and mild, the sweet airs
of our native land smell fragrant!

Greet the banks of the Jordan
and Zion’s toppled towers...
Oh, my country, so beautiful and lost!
Oh, remembrance, so dear and so fatal!

Golden harp of the prophetic seers,
why dost thou hang mute upon the willow?
Rekindle our bosom’s memories,
and speak to us of times gone by!

Either, akin to the fate of Jerusalem,
give forth a sound of crude lamentation,
or let the Lord inspire you a harmony of voices
which may instill virtue to suffering.

Nabucco (1842), with a libretto 
by Temistocle Solera, inspired 
by Psalm 137. It recalls the 
Babylonian captivity after the loss 
of the First Temple in Jerusalem 
around 500 BC.
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Drama
Please remain seated

Hymn
Please stand

- O Come Divine Messiah -
Orch.: Lorenzo Casati / Comp.: M.A. Charpentier

The choice of Israel to 
prepare the coming of the  
Savior of the world; the infi-
delity of the chosen people; the 
divine mercy which makes it so 
that where sin has abounded, 
Grace abounds all the more.

Israel 
Shannon Spangler

God the Father
Jim Morlino
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Hallelujah!
|: For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! :|
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

|: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! :|

The kingdom of this world
Is become the kingdom of our Lord,

And of His Christ, and of His Christ;
And He shall reign for ever and ever,
For ever and ever, forever and ever,

King of kings, and Lord of lords,
|: King of kings, and Lord of lords, :|

And Lord of lords,
And He shall reign,

And He shall reign forever and ever,
King of kings, forever and ever,

And Lord of lords,
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Third Mystery
The Triumph of Humility

Hallelujah
By George Frideric Handel 

The Hallelujah Chorus is the 
most famous movement of 
George Frideric Handel’s 
oratorio Messiah. The libretto 
was written by Charles Jen-
nens in 1741. He chose several 
passages from the Bible to tell 

Symphony
Please be seated

the story of our Savior. There 
is a famous story about King 
George II attending a royal per-
formance of Messiah. When it 
came to the Hallelujah Cho-
rus, he was moved by strong 
emotion to stand. Whenever 
the king stood up, everyone in 
his presence had to stand up, so 
the whole audience stood. 
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Hymn
Please stand

- O Come All Ye Faithful -
Orch.: Lorenzo Casati / Comp.: J. F. Wade

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son! The 
Incarnation of God on earth 
is a historical event: under 
the reign of Caesar Augustus, 
Emperor of Rome, God made 
man was born of the most 
beautiful and the most humble 

Drama
Please remain seated

daughter of Israel, Mary of 
Nazareth. The pride of Satan 
will be overcome by the fruit of 
the humility of the one who is 
“younger than sin.”

Mary, Mother of God
Chloe Troast
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And He shall reign forever and ever,
|: King of kings! and Lord of lords! :|
And He shall reign forever and ever,

King of kings! and Lord of lords!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
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And behold, after the human 
birth of God, a new historical 
event, even more inconceiv-
able, has come: the death of 
God! Yes, it is true: the eternal 
and all-powerful God has been 
despised, humiliated, struck, 
bruised, crushed, crucified, 
killed, pierced, annihilated... 
Keeping the Promise of his 

Drama
Please remain seated

Covenant with humanity at all 
costs, the Creator God has truly 
made himself Compassion, to 
the end. Taking upon himself all 
the consequences of our sins, he 
fully lived our anxieties, our suf-
ferings, and our agonies, finally 
embracing even death itself. 

Mary Mother of God
Choe Troast

Wir setzen uns mit 
Tränen nieder
By Johann Sebastian Bach

Wir setzen Tränen neider is the 
final chorus of the Saint Matthew 
Passion, a sacred oratorio written 
by Johann Sebastian Bach in 

We sit down with tears
And call to you in your tomb

Rest gently, gently rest!
Rest, you exhausted limbs!
Your grave and tombstone

For our anguished conscience shall be
A pillow that gives peace and comfort

And the place where our souls find rest.
With the greatest content there our eyes will close in sleep.

Fourth Mystery
The Triumph of Divine Compassion

Symphony
Please be seated

1727. It sets chapters 26 and 
27 of the Gospel of Matthew 
to music, with interspersed 
chorales and arias. It is 
widely regarded as one of the 
masterpieces of classical music.
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Hymn
Please stand

- O Sacred Head -
Orch.: Lorenzo Casati / Comp.: Johann Sebastian Bach
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For the first time in 
history, a man has risen from 
the dead, not to die again. 
Reliable witnesses met him in 
his glorious body. Yes, Jesus is 
truly risen! Henceforth, and 
until the end of time, he shares 
with us his living body in glory, 

Drama
Please remain seated

in order to make it possible for 
us to enter into communion 
with his divinity and share in 
his Resurrection.

Jesus
Keith Hale

Mary Magdalene
Madeline Mahoney

O believe,
You were not born for nothing!
Have not for nothing, lived, 
suffered!

What was created
Must perish,
What perished, rise again!
Cease from trembling!
Prepare yourself to live!

O Pain, You piercer of all things,
From you, I have been wrested!
O Death, You conqueror of all 
things,
Now, are you conquered!

With wings which I have won 
for myself,
In love’s fierce striving,
I shall soar upwards
To the light which no eye has 
penetrated!

Die shall I in order to live.
Rise again, yes, rise again,
Will you, my heart, in an in-
stant!
That for which you suffered,
To God shall it carry you!

Fifth Mystery
The Triumph of the Son of Man

Resurrection
By Gustav Mahler

Orchestra and choir will perform 
the final chorus of Symphony 
N°2 by Gustav Mahler, known 
as the Resurrection Symphony. 

Symphony
Please be seated

It was written between 1888 
and 1894, and first performed 
in 1895. It was his first major 
work that established his 
lifelong view of the beauty of 
the afterlife and Resurrection. 
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Hymn 
Please stand
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Et iterum venturus est
cum gloria, iudicare vivos et mor-
tuos, cuius regni non erit finis.
Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Domi-
num et vivificantem, qui ex Patre 
Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patre 
et Filio simul adoratur et con-
glorificatur: qui locutus est per 
prophetas. 
Et unam, sanctam, catholicam et 
apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor 
unum baptisma in remissionem 
peccatorum. 

Sixth Mystery
The triumph of the New Comandment

Symphony
Please be seated

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

Credo 
By Giacomo Puccini

This is the third part of a Credo 
written in 1878 as a single 

work by the greatest composer 
of Italian opera after Verdi. In 
1880, this Credo was included 
in the Messa di Gloria. 

How is it possible to recog-
nize, with confidence, a good 
Christian (according to Jesus’ 
criteria)? In fact, there is only 
one criterion: “As I have loved 
you, so you also should love 
one another. This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples” 
(John 13:34-35). But to love as 
Jesus loved us—that is to say—
as God has loved us, what is it? 
How far can it lead us? 

Drama
Please remain seated

To love others as oneself is not 
easy, but it is possible. But to 
love as Jesus–is it humanly pos-
sible? And what if it were the 
only really effective thing we 
could do for the glory of God 
and the salvation of the world?

Jesus
Keith Hale

St. Paul
Michael Engberg



17

Hymn
Please stand

- Abide with me -
Orch.: Lorenzo Casati / Comp.: William H. Monk
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Dies irae
By Guiseppe Verdi

The orchestra and choir will 
perform the first three verses 
of the Dies irae from the Messa 
da Requiem (funeral Mass) 
by Guiseppe Verdi. This Mass 

Dies irae, dies illa
solvet saeclum in favilla,
teste David cum Sibylla.

Quantus tremor est futurus,
quando iudex est venturus
cuncta stricte discussurus!

Tuba mirum spargens sonum
per sepulcra regionum,
coget omnes ante thronum.

Seventh Mystery
The Ultimate Triumph of Love

Symphony
Please be seated

Day of wrath, day that
will dissolve the world into burning coals,
as David bore witness with the Sibyl.

How great a tremor is to be,
when the judge is to come
briskly shattering every (grave).

A trumpet sounding an astonishing sound
through the tombs of the region
drives all (men) before the throne.

setting was composed in mem-
ory of Alessandro Manzoni, 
an Italian poet and novelist 
whom Verdi admired. The first 
performance, at the San Marco 
church in Milan on May 22, 
1874, marked the first anniver-
sary of Manzoni’s death.

Who will be saved? Will 
there be many people in Hell? 
And my spouse, my children, 
my loved ones, those whom I 
cherish but who don’t lead lives 
worthy of the promises of our 
Lord? Can they be damned? 
And am I so sure that I will go 

Drama
Please remain seated

to heaven? One thing is certain: 
we will all be judged on love, by 
Him who is Love.

Saint John
George W. Sarris

Lucifer
Samuel Wright Richardson
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Hymn
Please stand

- Sing with all the Saints -
Orch.: Lorenzo Casati - L. van Beethoven / Comp.: Ludwig van Beethoven
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Biographies

Madeline Mahoney (Mary Magdalene) 
is an NYC and Boston-based actor, 
improvisor, and writer, as well as a 
co-producer/host of Serials at The 
Flea Theater. Recent theater: ms. es-
trada (The Flea Theater; dir. Michelle 
Tattenbaum), Neighborhood 3 (The 
Flea Theater, dir. Joel Schumacher), 
The Merchant of Venice (Punchclub 
in NYC, and int’l production in Flor-
ence). Film/TV: Misguided (dir. Ben 
Botwick), The Tankhouse Theater 
(SeriesFest 2018, dir. Noam Toma-
schoff), Hostess (Funny or Die, dir. 
Chelsea Frei). Madeline is a recent 
grad of NYU/Tisch, training at Stella 
Adler and Stonestreet, and continues 
improv in advanced study at UCB. 
www.madelinemahoney.com

George W. Sarris (St. John) has been 
the principal spokesman for com-
mercials, industrial films, and trade 
shows for companies such as AT&T, 
IBM, Sprint, and Puffs Tissues.  He’s 
narrator of The Holy Bible NIV, and 
creator of an award-winning one-
man show and audio series, The 
World’s Greatest Stories.  His book, 
Heaven’s Doors: Wider Than You Ever 
Believed!, received the Silver Medal 
in Theology at the 2018 Illumination 
Awards.

Jim Morlino (God the Father) With 
a BA in Music from the University 
of San Diego, and an MFA in Drama 
from U.C. San Diego, Jim has a career 
as an actor, producer, writer, and di-
rector spanning forty years. Two of 
his award-winning independent fea-
ture films, St. Bernadette of Lourdes 

and The War of the Vendée, have been 
broadcast worldwide on EWTN. Jim 
and his wife, Frances, and their six 
children live in Danbury, Conn.

Shannon Spangler (Eve, Israel)  is 
thrilled to be performing at the legend-
ary Kings Theatre! Theatre: Romeo y 
Julieta staged reading as Juliet (The 
Guthrie), Red Light Winter (ITSelF: 
Warsaw, Poland). Film/TV: Room 
16, A Nightmare Wakes, Suburbia. 
Filmmaker: The Disenchantment of a 
Young Adult and a Wild Child, which 
premiered this year at HollyShorts 
Film Festival. BFA: NYU Tisch. She is 
a meticulous planner and avid reader 
and runner. 
www.shannonspangler.com.

Chloe Troast (Virgin Mary) is a stu-
dent of the Gallatin School at NYU 
studying performance and drama. 
She was recently seen in the NYU 
Reality Show at the Barclays Center 
and as Ophelia in the Shakespeare 
in the Square production of Hamlet. 
She is a comedian and writer who 
performs at The Pit, UCB, and oth-
er comedy venues around New York. 
Thank you to Kevin and the entire 
team at Magnificat for this won-
derful experience. 

Keith Hale (Jesus) is an NYC-based 
actor, originally from Houston, Tex-
as. Regional credits include Romeo 
& Juliet (Commonwealth Shake-
speare), Henry V (NYC Shakespeare 
Convention) and Dead Special Crabs 
(Fundamental Theater Project). Most 
recently Keith returned from a na-



tional tour with Speak About It: a 
show about sexual health and educa-
tion, performed for college first-years 
around the country.

Samuel Wright Richardson (Lucifer) 
is a graduate of the Stella Adler Stu-
dio of Acting through NYU Tisch. He 
loves doing classical work and has ap-
peared in three Shakespeare plays this 
year (Julius Caesar as Cassius, Romeo 
and Julietas as Paris/Tybalt/Prince, 
and Twelfth Night as Malvolio). He is 
thrilled to be a part of Magnificat’s 
Jubilee.

Michael Engberg (St. Paul) NYC-based 
Indiana native, appeared as Bradley, 
the lead villain of the feature-film 
Airtight.  Theatre credits include: 
Olympics Uber Alles, Look Homeward 
Angel, Henry V, As You Like It,  Romeo 
& Juliet, and Brighton Beach Mem-
oirs. Michael has studied with acting 
teachers Wynn Handman and Acad-
emy award-winning actress Mercedes 
Ruehl.  His greatest influences are 
the late, great Shakespearean genius, 
John Barton, and wrestling legend 
Dan Gable.

Kevin Collins (Director): Acting 
credits include roles with the Peter 
Hall Company, Théâtre de l’Ange 
Fou, Blue Raincoat, Wilma Theatre, 
Lyric Belfast, Abbey Peacock, West 
End London, McCarter Theatre. 
Film: Munich; Baby Mama; Infinite 
Justice. Television: Law & Order, The 
Blacklist, Blue Bloods, Person of Inter-
est, Believe. Directing and teaching: 
National Theatre School of Canada, 
Italia Conti drama school, first Irish 
Festival NYC, L’École de Mime Cor-
porel Dramatique, London. 

Carolina Arboleda (Rehearsal Stage 
Manager) Her most recent credits in-
clude Parity Productions & New Per-
spectives Theatre Company’s (NPTC) 
production of She Calls Me Firefly. 
She has frequently collaborated as a 
Stage Manager for NPTC, La Micro 
Theatre, Snapped Productions, and 
Hunter College, among others. She 
is delighted to be collaborating for 
the first time with The Magnificat 
Foundation.

Sybille Montagne (Assistant Director): 
Passionate about theatre and acting. 
Acting lessons at the City Academy 
in London, UK and at the Philanthro-
pos Institute in Fribourg, Switzer-
land. Featured in a video clip “Your 
secret you” by Kai Fish. Played Lady 
Macbeth in Macbeth directed by Sif-
freine Michel. Acted in Gabbatha by 
Fabrice Hadjadj. Currently a business 
strategy student in France.


